Treatment of replacement resorption with Emdogain--preliminary results after 10 months.
Ankylosis of traumatized teeth in children and adolescents may inhibit further development and growth of the corresponding jawbone. Therefore, ankylosed teeth should be removed. As an alternative treatment option to autotransplantation of a premolar, intentional replantation using Emdogain may be considered, provided the ankylosis is detected at an early stage or has only affected a small area of the root. Eleven ankylosed teeth presenting with replacement resorption were treated as follows: after tooth extraction, the root canal was treated extraorally and obturated by retrograde insertion of a titanium post. Emdogain was applied to the root surface and into the extraction socket with subsequent replantation of the tooth. During a mean follow-up period of 6.3 months, no signs of recurrence of ankylosis were noted. The horizontally and vertically measured Periotest scores were identical to those obtained on the adjacent teeth. These results suggest that intentional replantation using Emdogain may prevent or delay ankylosis of these replanted teeth.